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A16 Vinyl, Polyurethane, or Silicone? 

What you need to know to specify 
Durable Coated Fabrics for Healthcare
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CHID 
Certification



The American Academy of 

Healthcare Interior Designers 

is a nonprofit organization committed 

to the development and administration 

of the only certification program for 

healthcare interior designers.
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CHID Certified Healthcare Interior 

Designers® are the most qualified to 

ensure the health, safety, and welfare of 

patients, residents, and staff in hospitals, 

clinics, and residential care facilities.
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aahid.org

Connect with AAHID
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Learning Objectives

• Learn about durable coated fabric construction, performance 
characteristics, to inform your upholstery specifications.
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Learning Objectives

• Learn about durable coated fabric construction, performance 
characteristics, to inform your upholstery specifications.

• Discover current cleaning/disinfecting paradigms, explore the 
potential for innovation new cleaning technologies to help 
reduce HAI’s, and improve performance.

• Discuss findings from current durable coated fabrics durability 
test, including expectations vs. realistic lifespan of 
upholstered items, and the effect of premature failures on 
your current business model.

• Realize the benefit of a multi-disciplinary group of industry 
partners coming together with shared purpose to creatively 
and collaboratively solve common problems.
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When selecting an upholstery material (fabric) 
for a public/patient healthcare environment…
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1. ___________

2. ___________

3. ___________

What are your top three issues?



Ronnie Bell,
Technical 
Manager,  
OMNOVA 
Solutions;
Current Chair of 
Chemical Fabrics 
& Film 
Association, CFFA

Shari Solomon, 
Industrial 
Hygienist & 
President, 
CleanHealth 
Environmental, 
LLC.

Janan Rabiah, 
Executive 
Director, 
Association for 
Contract 
Textiles, ACT

Barbara 
Dellinger, 
Director 
Design & 
Research, 
Adventist 
Healthcare
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… Jargon Alert!
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… but hold Q&A till we finish!



< What is this?

A. Sample 
Ticket

B. Memo Tag

C. Hang Tag

QUIZ 
TIME!
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What are the particular challenges 
and issues we will be addressing 
with this educational session?

The Challenges….
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Have you ever seen a room like this?
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What is the elephant in the room? 

The Challenges….
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Cleaning and disinfecting agents 
requiring dwell time, with final rinse, 
which is not necessarily occurring.

The Challenges….
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What is the elephant in the room? 



Manufacturer testing, standards, and 
warranties based on cleaning/disinfecting 

paradigms …that aren't happening!

The Challenges….
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The result is premature upholstery fails, 
disgusted patients & visitors, 
and staff who are managing furniture 
instead of patients!               (3 years)
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In February 2017, a group of designers, 
manufacturers, distributors, and other industry 
partners were at a healthcare design conference 
when the subject of real world experiences of failure 
of durable coated fabrics came up. 

We all felt the pain, so decided to get together and 
see if we can find an answer! 

Durable Coated Fabrics Task Group

10/19/2018 21



Our group is comprised of manufacturers, 
distributors, healthcare designers, trade association 
and environmental services representatives. 
Through conference calls and meetings we discuss 
issues of durability, including polling the industry for 
information on current practices, upholstery 
specification checklists, durability testing, and 
industry advancements. Our findings are posted on 
the AAHID LinkedIn page to help continue the dialog.

Durable Coated Fabrics Task Group
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Ronnie Bell,
Technical Manager,  
OMNOVA Solutions;
Current Chair of Chemical 
Fabrics & Film Association, 
CFFA

What are the major 
types of durable 
coated fabrics and 
how are their 
specifications 
different from one 
another?
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Shari L. Solomon, Esq.

Industrial Hygienist

President
CleanHealth Environmental, LLC

How is upholstery 
cleaning currently 
being done? 
Industry standards 
vs Real World 
applications.
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The mean is the 
average of the 

numbers: 
a calculated 

"central" value of a 
set of numbers.
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What is the role of ACT; 
History of current testing 
guidelines and what 
informs the next 
iterations?

Janan Rabiah 

Executive Director, 
Association for Contract 
Textiles (ACT)
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Barbara Dellinger, 
MA, FIIDA, CHID, 
CID, EDAC, NCIDQ

Director Design & 
Research, Adventist 
Healthcare

How do these factors inform 
research designed to help improve 
real world performance of durable 
coated fabrics? 

Realize the benefits of a multi-
disciplinary team of industry 
partners to solve common problems. 
Use research results.
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AAHID will post info on their website and
LinkedIn page as it becomes available.

Encourage all Interior designers
to discuss this with your peers, clients, etc.

We don’t have all the answers yet, 
but we do have partners to help find the solutions!
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What are our Next Steps?
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Results of “Three Concerns” ?
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Contact Information

Barbara Dellinger: BDelling@adventisthealthcare.com

Janan Rabiah: janan@contracttextiles.org

Ronnie Bell: Ronnie.Bell@Omnova.com

Shari Solomon: Solomon@cleanhealthenv.com

Teri Lura Bennett: tbennet2@jhmi.edu
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Thank you! 
…Questions?
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