
1 of 5 

- This reference list constitutes the majority of 
examination items; however, it is possible for the Exam 
contents to be covered by other references. This list is a 
suggested tool only and reviewing of these materials does 
not guarantee a passing exam result. We encourage 
reviewing the CHID Content Outline on the AAHID website. 

CHID Exam References 
Chapter Information 

Revised for September 2026 Exam 

 

 

 
Cover Author Title Pub. Exam %  Sections and/or Chapters 

 

Brawley, 
Elizabeth C. 

Design 
Innovations for 
Aging and 
Alzheimer’s: 
Creating 
Caring 
Environments 

Hoboken: 
John Wiley 
& Sons Inc., 
2006 

~4% of 
the Exam 
uses this 
reference 

3 Environment as Treatment 
5 Lighting and Daylighting 
6 Hearing Loss and Sound Solutions  
11 What is Culture Change? 
15 The Green House 
16 Adult Day Care 
20 What Does Success Look Like and How will You Know? 

 Carpman, 
Janet R., 
and Grant, 
Myron A. 

Design That 
Cares: 
Planning 
Health 
Facilities for 
Patients and 
Visitors 

3rd Ed. San 
Francisco: 
Jossey- 
Bass, 2016 

~>1% of 
the Exam 
uses this 
reference 

5 Reception and Waiting Areas  
 

 

Facility 
Guidelines 
Institute 

Guidelines for 
Design and 
Construction 
of Hospitals 
2022 Ed. 

St. Louis: 
Facility 
Guidelines 
Institute, 
2022 

~32% of 
the Exam 
uses this 
reference 

All associated Appendices, Tables, and the Glossary. 
About the Guidelines, Use of this Document, Regulatory Use 
Part 1 General/About the Guidelines:  
1.2 Planning, Design, Construction, and Commissioning  

1.2-2: Functional Program 
1.2-4: Safety Risk Assessment 
1.2-5: Environment of Care Requirements 
1.2-6: Planning and Design Considerations and Requirements 

1.4 Equipment 
1.4-2: Equipment Classification 
1.4-4: Space Requirements for Equipment 

 
Part 2 Hospital Facility Types: 

2.1 Common Elements for Hospitals 
2.1-2: Patient Care Units and Other Patient Care Areas  
2.1-3: Diagnostic and Treatment Areas  
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2.1-7: Design and Construction Requirements 
2.2 Specific Requirements for General Hospitals 

2.2-1: General  
2.2-2: Patient Care Units  
2.2-3: Diagnostic and Treatment Facilities 

2.5 Specific Requirements for Behavioral and Mental Health Hospitals 
2.5-7: Design and Construction Requirements 
2.5-8: Building Systems 

 

 

Facility 
Guidelines 
Institute 

Guidelines for 
Design and 
Construction 
of Outpatient 
Facilities 2022 
Ed. 

St. Louis: 
Facility 
Guidelines 
Institute, 
2022 

~20% of 
the Exam 
uses this 
reference 

All associated Appendices, Tables, and the Glossary. 
Part 1 General 

1.2 Planning, Design, Construction, and Commissioning 
1.2-1:  
1.2-3: Space Program 
1.2-4: Safety Risk Assessment (SRA) 
1.2-5: Environment of Care Requirements 
1.2-6: Planning and Design Considerations and Requirements 

 
Part 2 Outpatient Facility Types  

2.1 Common Elements for Outpatient Facilities 
2.1-1: General 
2.1-2: Accommodations for Care of Individuals of Size 
2.1-3: Patient Care and Diagnostic Areas 
2.1-5: Building Support Facilities 
2.1-7: Design and Construction Requirements 
2.1-8: Building Systems 

2.3 Specific Requirements for Outpatient Imaging Facilities 
2.3-4: Patient Support Facilities  

2.7 Specific Requirements for Outpatient Surgery Facilities 
2.7-3: Patient Care and Diagnostic Areas 

2.8 Specific Requirements for Freestanding Emergency Care Facilities 
2.8-3: Patient Care and Diagnostic Areas 
2.8-6: Public and Administrative Areas 
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     2.10 Specific Requirements for Renal Dialysis Centers 

2.10-3: Patient Care and Diagnostic Areas 
2.11 Specific Requirements for Outpatient Behavioral and Mental 

Health Centers. 
2.11-7: Design and Construction Requirements 

2.12 Specific Requirements for Outpatient Rehabilitation Therapy 
Facilities 

2.12-3: Patient Care and Diagnostic Areas 

 

Facility 
Guidelines 
Institute 

Guidelines for 
Design and 
Construction 
of Residential 
Healthcare 
and Support 
Facilities 2022 
Ed. 

St. Louis: 
Facility 
Guidelines 
Institute, 
2022 

~21% of 
the Exam 
uses this 
reference 

All associated Appendices, Tables, and the Glossary. 
Part 1 General 
1.1-1 General 
1.2 Planning, Design, Construction, and Commissioning 

1.2-1: General 
1.2-2: Functional Program 
1.2-4: Safety Risk Assessment (SRA) 
1.2-5: Environment of Care Requirements 
1.2-6: Planning Considerations and Requirements  

1.4 Equipment 
1.4-1: General 
1.4-2: Equipment Classification 

Part 2 Common Elements for Residential Health, Care and Support 
Facilities 

2.1 Common Elements 
2.1-2: Resident, Patient, and Participant Areas 
2.1-3: Diagnostic and Treatment Areas 
2.1-4: Resident Support Facilities 
2.1-7: Design and Construction Requirements 
2.1-8: Building Systems 
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Part 3 Residential Health Facilities 
3.1 Specific Requirements for Nursing Homes 

3.1-2: Resident Areas 
3.2 Specific Requirements for Hospice Facilities 

3.2-2: Hospice Patient Areas 
Part 4 Residential Care and Support Facilities 
4.1 Specific Requirements for Assisted Living Settings 

4.1-1: General  
4.1-2: Resident Areas 
4.1-7: Design and Construction Requirements 

4.4 Specific Requirements for Settings for Individual with 
Intellectual and/or Developmental Disabilities 

 

   

Federal 
Access 
Board 

Americans 
with 
Disabilities Act 
Handbook, 
Standards for 
Accessible 
Design 

U.S. 
Departmen
t of 
Justice, 
Civil 
Rights 
Division, 
2010 

~4% of 
the Exam 
uses this 
reference 

 2 Scoping Requirements  
 4 Accessible Routes 
 5 General Site and Building Elements 
 6 Plumbing Elements and Facilities 
 7 Signs 
All associated appendices or tables. 

   

International 
Code Council 

2024 
International 
Building 
Code® 

Falls Church 
Virginia: 
International 
Code Council, 
2024 

~2% of 
the Exam 
uses this 
reference 

3 Occupancy Classification and Use 
8 Interior Finishes 



5 of 5 

- This reference list constitutes the majority of 
examination items; however, it is possible for the Exam 
contents to be covered by other references. This list is a 
suggested tool only and reviewing of these materials does 
not guarantee a passing exam result. We encourage 
reviewing the CHID Content Outline on the AAHID website. 

CHID Exam References 
Chapter Information 

Revised for September 2026 Exam 

 

 

 

Leibrock, 
Cynthia A. 
and Harris, 
Debra D. 

Design Details 
for Health: 
Making the 
Most of 
Design’s 
Healing 
Potential 

2nd. Ed. 
Hoboken: 
John Wiley 
& Sons, Inc., 
2011 

~6% of 
the Exam 
uses this 
reference 

Part One: Long-Term Care:  
 2 Caring for People with Dementia 
 4 Hospice 
 5 Subacute Care and Rehabilitation 
  
Part Two: Ambulatory Care:  
 7 Medical Offices 
 
Part Three Acute-Care Hospital:  
 9 Birth Centers 
 11 Inpatient Psychiatric Units 
 12 General Hospitals 
 13 Critical Care 

 

Malkin, Jain Medical and 
Dental Space 
Planning 

4th. Ed. 
Hoboken: 
John Wiley 
& Sons, Inc., 
2014 

~>1% of 
the Exam 
uses this 
reference 

6 Diagnostic Medicine 
 

 

National Fire 
Protection 
Association 

NFPA 101: 
Life Safety 
Code 

National Fire 
Protection 
Association, 
2024 

~3% of the 
Exam 
uses this 
reference 

7 Means of Egress 
10 Interior Finish, Contents, and Furnishings 
20 New Ambulatory Healthcare 
 

 

Vickery, 
Christine G., 
Nyberg, Gary, 
and 
Whiteaker, 
Douglas 

Modern Clinic 
Design: 
Strategies for 
an Era of 
Change 

1st. Ed. 
Hoboken: 
John Wiley 
& Sons, Inc., 
2015 

~7% of the 
Exam uses 
this 
reference 

1 Understanding the Patient Experience 
5 Clinic Planning Concepts  
4 Designing for Flexibility 
6 The Exam Room Today 
8 The Retailing of Healthcare: Clinics in Retail Settings 

 


